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Several years ago, however, I began to treat such 
cases with Buffalo Lithia Water, with a result that was 
astonishing to me as it was beneficial to the patient, so 
that now in all cases of nervous diseases under my charge 
in which there is an excess of uric acid in the blood, I use 
the Buffalo Lithia Water in large quantities. By this I 
mean that I do not have the patient drink merely a tum¬ 
bler or two in the course of the day, but that I flood him, 
so to speak, with the water, making him drink a gallon 
or even more, in the twenty-four hours. By this course 
the urine after a few days ceases to deposit uric acid 
crystals on standing, the morbid irritability of the patient 
disappears, the tongue becomes clean, the wandering 
pains in the head are abolished, and the system is ren¬ 
dered much more amenable to the special treatment which 
may be necessary for the cure of the disease from which 
the patient suffers. 

I have tried carbonate of lithia, dissolved in water, in 
various proportions; but it certainly does not, in cases to 
which I refer, have the same effect as Buffalo Lithia 
Water.— William A. Hammond, M.D. 

Washington, D.C.,Jan. 25, 1892. 
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NEW YORK NEUROLOGICAL SOCIETY. 

Meeting of March 1, i8gi. 

The President, Dr. L. C. Gray, in the chair. 

HYSTERIA IN A CHILD. 

Dr. W. M. Leszynsky presented a patient, a young 
girl, whom he said he had brought to demonstrate that 
we did have in this country cases of hysteria in children. 
She was, he said, only thirteen years of age. Two and a 
half years ago, after fright from a dream, the hysterical 
symptoms had manifested themselves - in paroxysms of 
laughing and crying. In 1891 she had commenced to 
menstruate and had then begun to have convulsive 
seizures, which were usually worse at the menstrual 
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periods. She had passed through conditions of pure 
motor aphasia, and at the present time there were at¬ 
tacks of muteism lasting for a week or more. She also 
now had convulsions lasting sometimes many minutes 
and at other times for hours. There were now devel¬ 
oped hystero-genic zones over various parts of her body. 
She had visual hallucinations and occasionally maniacal 
attacks and movements of rotation and of combined rota¬ 
tion and retropulsion. Her visual fields had been con¬ 
tracted. Lately there was a transient hemiplegia. There 
were no sensory disturbances. Knee-jerk was present, 
but only slightly marked. There was no history of 
onanism, no ovarian trouble, and the general health of 
the child was good. This was the patient he had referred 
to on a previous occasion as becoming worse after hyp¬ 
notism. 

The speaker then touched the patient upon the head, 
in one of the alleged hystero-genic zones, when a con¬ 
vulsive seizure promptly transpired. 

MORVAN’S DISEASE. 

Dr. B. Sachs presented a man of twenty-eight years 
of age, whose occupation had been that of a dish-washer 
and driver. The patient had had a veneral ulcer with 
bubo in the right groin. Since then he had been healthy 
until four years ago. Then, while at work as a dish¬ 
washer; his hands had lost muscular power; there was 
twitching of the fingers and thickening of the skin. 
Thinking the soda in the water was causing the trouble, 
he had left this work, but the hands had grown con¬ 
stantly worse. At present the skin on the dorsum of 
the right hand was normal, but that on the dorsum of 
the fingers was thickened. There was a slight con¬ 
tracture at the second phalangeal joint in all of the 
fingers, but more marked in the middle and the index. 
The dorsum of the thumb showed a small eschar, but there 
was no contracture. There was marked atrophy of the 
first dorsal interosseus. The skin of the palmar surface 
of the hand was thickened, and showed numerous rugged 
excoriations of the derma, on which were a few fissures 
extending through the cutis vera. On the anterior sur¬ 
face of the right forearm was an area of dermititis re¬ 
sembling ichthyosis. At the bend of the elbow was an 
area four inches long by an inch wide, in which were 



